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REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE ACCEPTANCE POLICY 

Stericycle policy requires compliance with all applicable regulations regarding the 
collection, transportation and treatment of regulated medical waste. Federal Department of 
Transportation (Don Regulations require the generator of regulated medical waste to certify 
that the packaging and documentation of transported regulated medical waste complies 
with DOT regulations regarding waste classification, packaging, labeling and shipping doc
umentation. To ensure that neither Stericycle nor the generator of regulated medical waste 
violates applicable regulations, it is imperative that all parties understand the rules regarding 
proper identification, classification, segregation and packaging of regulated medical waste. 
The purpose of this policy is to summarize the minimum requirements for preparing your 
medical waste for collection, transportation and treatment. Additional facility or state-specif
ic waste acceptance policies may apply based on permit specifications. Please contact your 
local representative for further information. You may also call (866) 783-7422. 

REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE 
Stericyc le accepts med ica l wast e generated in a broad range of med ica l, diag nostic, th erapeutic 
and research activiti es. The term " med ica l waste" includes biohazardous, biomed ica l, infectious 
or reg ulated med ica l wast e as defin ed under f ede ral, stat e or loca l laws, rules, reg ulations and 
guide lines . Except as defined by specific state reg ulations, this excludes RCRA hazardous wast e 
pharmace utica ls, a ll DEA sched uled drugs includ ing *cont ro lled substances, bulk chemoth erapy, 
waste co ntaining mercury or other heavy metals, batteries of any type, ca uter izers, non-infectious 
dental waste, chemica ls such as so lve nts, reagents, corrosives or ignitabl e materials classified as 
hazardous waste under Federa l and State EPA Regulations. In addition, Stericyc le cannot accept 
bulk liquids, rad ioactive mat erials, or co mplete human re mains (including heads, full torsos and 
fetuses) . Ster icycle cannot accept th ese excluded mater ials packaged as reg ulat ed med ica l waste. 
All lab wastes or mater ials w hich co ntain or have the potential to co ntain infectious substances 
arising from those agents listed under 42 CFR 72.3 are st rictly prohibited from med ica l waste by 
federa l law and must be pret rea ted prio r to disposa l. Separate protocol and packag ing req ui re ments 
apply for th e disposa l of non-hazardous pharmaceutica ls. Hazardous waste t ra nsportation services 
may be offered in certain geographica l locations, under separate co ntract. Please co ntact yo ur loca l 
represe ntative fo r details and packag ing specifica tions. 

* Un-dispensed from DEA Reg ist ra nt 

WASTE SEGREGATION AND PACKAGING 
Th e generato r is solely responsible for properly seg regating, packag ing and labeling of reg ulated 
med ica l waste. Proper segregation and packag in g red uces the potential for accidental re lease of 
the co ntents and exposure to employees and the genera l public. DOT reg ulations req ui re (49 CFR 
173 .1 97) that all packages of reg ulated med ica l waste be prepared fo r t ra nsport in containers meet 
in g the fo llowin g req ui re ments: 1) rigid; 2) lea k res istant; 3) impervious to moistu re; 4) of sufficient 
st re ngth to prevent tear in g or bu rsting under normal conditions of use and handling; 5) sea led 
to prevent lea kage durin g t ra nsport; and 6) punctu re res istant for sharps. A ll reg ulated med ica l 
wast e must be accompanied by a properly complet ed shipping document (See 49 CFR 172.202). 

MANAGEMENT OF NON-CONFORMING WASTE 
As req ui red by reg ulation and company po licy, Stericyc le employees may refuse co ntainers that are 
non-co nforming because of their co ntents or are improperly packaged, lea king, damaged or likely to 
crea te a risk of exposure to employees or th e genera l publi c. Any non-co nforming waste identified in 
route to or at a Stericyc le location may be returned to the generator fo r proper packag ing or d isposa l. 
Proper segregation and packag ing is esse ntial to ensure co mpliant and sa fe handlin g, co ll ection, 
t ra nsportation and t reatment of reg ulated med ica l waste. 

STERICYCLE REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE ACCEPTANCE POLICY CHECKLIST 

A CCEPTED REGUL A TED MEDIC A L W A STE 

• Sharps - Mea ns any object contaminated w ith a pathogen or that may become co ntaminated 
w ith a pathogen th rough handling or during t ra nsportation and also capable of cutting o r 
penet ra ting skin or a packag in g material. Sharps includes need les, syringes, sca lpels, bro ken 
glass, cultu re slides, cultu re dishes, broken ca pillary tubes, broken rig id plastic, and exposed 
ends of dental w ires . 

• Regulated Med ica l Waste or Clini ca l Waste or (Bio) Med ica l Waste - Means a waste or reusable 
material derived from th e med ica l t rea tment of an animal or human, w hich includes diag nosis 
and immunization, or from biomed ica l research, w hich includes the prod uction and testing of 
biolog ica l prod ucts. 

A CCEPTED REGUL A TED MEDIC A L W AS TE WHICH MU S T 

BE IDENTIFIED A ND SEGREG A TED FOR INCINER A TI O N 

•Trace Chemotherapy Contaminated Waste - RCRA Empty drug vials, syringes and need les, spill 
kits, IV tubin g and bags, co ntaminated gloves and gowns, and re lated materials as defined in 
applica bl e laws, rules, reg ulations or guidelin es 

• Patholog ica l Waste - Human or animal body parts, organs, tissues and surg ica l specimen (decanted 
of formaldehyde, formalin or other preservatives as req uired per hazardous waste rules). 

• Non-RCRA Pharmaceutica ls - M ust be character ized and ce rtifi ed as non-RCRA hazardous 
material by the genera tor. Excludes all DEA scheduled drugs, including co ntro lled substances* 

• California Only - Solidified Suct ion Ca nisters - Suct ion ca nist ers that have been injected w ith 
solid ifi er materials to co ntro l liqui ds or suction ca nisters made of high heat res istant plasti cs 
such as po lysulfo ne 

REGUL A TED MEDI CA L W AS TE NOT ACC EPTED B Y S TERI CYC LE 

• Untrea ted Category A Infect ious Substances 

• RCRA Hazardous Pharmaceuti ca l Waste and all DEA contro lled drugs, includ ing 
contro lled substances* 

• Chemica ls - Formaldehyde, formalin, acids, alcoho l, waste oil , solve nts, reagents, fixer developer 

• Hazardous Waste - Drums or other co ntain ers w ith a hazard wa rning symbo l, batteries and 
other heavy metals 

• Rad ioactive Waste - Any container w ith a rad ioa ctivity leve l that exceeds reg ulatory or permitted 
limits; lead-co ntaining materials 

• Complete Human Remains (including hea ds, full to rsos, and fetuses) 

• Bulk Chemotherapy Waste 

• Compressed Gas Cylinders, Ca nisters, Inhalers and Aerosol Ca ns 

• Any Mercu ry Containing Mat erial or Devices - Any mercury thermometers, 
Sphyg momanometers, lab or med ica l devices 

• Mercury-Containing Dental Waste - Non-contact and co ntact amalga m and prod ucts, chairs ide 
t ra ps, amalgam sludge or vacuum pump filters, ext racted teeth w ith mercury fillings and empty 
amalga m ca psules 

*Consult Stericyc/e Representative for specific requirements 

Additional waste acceptance policies may apply based on state or permit specific requirements. Hazardous waste 
transportation services may be offered in certain geographical locations, under separate contract. Please refer to 
your local Stericyc/e Representative for additional information and options for possible hazardous waste handling. 
For additional information on container and labeling requirements contact our Stericyc/e Customer Service 
Department at (866) 783-7422. 
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